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In international comparison, Switzerland enjoys a
high standard of animal health. This is not to be
taken for granted. Costly eradication programmes
have eliminated classical animal diseases such as
infectious bovine rhinotracheitis (IBR) and dis-
eases with high zoonotic potential (e.g. brucellosis,
tuberculosis, rabies). Even with bovine spongi-
form encephalopathy (BSE) data indicate that the
almost twenty-year efforts to control the disease
have been successful.

Healthy animals and freedom from specific animal
diseases provide an important foundation for

Hans Wyss producing good and safe food of animal origin in
Director Federal Veterinary Switzerland and thus contribute substantially to
Office the quality of domestic production. Producers and

consumers equally benefit from this situation. To
ensure that this foundation also remains in place
in the future, substantial foresight and strategic
planning is required. The Swiss Federal Veterinary
Office (SFVO) therefore has developed the animal
health strategy presented here. This has been
elaborated in close collaboration with the can-
tonal veterinary authorities. The strategy provides
the foundation for the public veterinary service
for future decision-making. In addition it is also
intended to foster discussion between individuals,
institutions and organisations concerned.

The public veterinary service is prepared to imple-
ment this strategy in the medium to long term
together with all stakeholders involved.
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International networks and active cooperation with
institutions and organisations in the field of animal health
will be extended.

Animal health research is guided by the needs of animal
owners and the public veterinary service. International
research collaboration will be intensified.

The federal authority reinforces its lead role and
its engagement especially in prevention, early detection
and emergency preparedness.

The cantonal veterinary services standardise implementation
and foster intercantonal cooperation.

Animal owners and other stakeholders are closely involved
in decision-making processes and share responsibility in
surveillance and control.



| Prevention

In order to reduce the impact
of outbreaks, the occurrence
and spread of zoonoses,
notifiable and economically
relevant animal diseases

are prevented or minimized by
taking specific measures.
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1l Emergency preparedness

Outbreaks of animal diseases,
in particular the outbreak
of highly contagious animal
diseases, may occur
unexpectedly at any time.
With optimization in
emergency preparedness,
the efficiency of the Swiss
Veterinary Service and

the relevant stakeholders

is further improved.

11l Control of zoonoses,
notifiable and economically
relevant animal diseases

A sustainable control of
animal diseases is costly.
Well-designed surveillance
programs, a regulated
funding system and a good
cooperation between all
involved parties contribute
to an increased efficiency
in the control of animal
diseases.

IV International
cooperation

Animal diseases and
zoonoses do not stop at
national borders.

A reinforced international
cooperation is a prerequisite
to advance in animal

health, both nationally

and globally.
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V Science, research
and development

New scientific findings
have to be comprised in
the implementation of animal
disease control programs
in order to further improve
animal health. A network
of research groups and an
international exchange

of relevant findings plays
an important role in this
process.
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